'y
#He! % &'

i g g g __gi—__g— __ g _ iy g

Lewis County Chamber of Commerce member Ron Stamper,
owner of Ron's|GA in Tollesboro and Vanceburg, was
honored for professional and community achievements as the
KGA/KACS (Kentucky Grocers Association and Kentucky
Association of Convenience Stores) Retailer of the Y ear during
the 2007 Kentucky Proud Expo on Friday, October 19. Ron
was recognized by hisindustry peersfor his dedication to the
grocery business, his employees, and his community.

Ron’ s business philosophy is built around serving his
customers through constantly knowing what products and
services they want. He understands his customer’s needs and
goes out of his way to ensure they are treated right. One of
Ron’s managers, Peggy Hester, says he definitely lives by the
store motto, “Friendliest employees, giving the customers the
service they deserve.”

Ron has been in the retail/wholesale business for over 45
years. He started his grocery career running truck routes for
milk, ice cream and soft drinks. He then worked for awell
known local Kentucky grocery store, Clyde's SuperValu. He
started out as a stock clerk, then night manager, and finally a
meat manager. He has owned his own stores for more 31 years.

Hiswife, Lena, and daughter, Cheryl, are actively involved
in the daily operations of the store. Cheryl manages and works
at Ron's IGA alongside Ron and Lena. Jim, his son-in-law,
also helps out with computer support for both stores. Ron’s
stores are the best example of afamily business and exemplify
the essence of “Hometown Proud IGA”.

[ continued on page 2.. ]

Ron's IG:A in Tollesboro.
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Chamber member Ron Stamper, left, was honored
recently as 2007 Retailer of the Year.

Upcoming Events:

- Friday, November 30, Noon-1 p.m., Sandwich
Seminar focusing on how to market your business,
at Lewis County Extension officein Vanceburg.

- Wednesday, December 12, 6 p.m.: Churches by
Candlelight Tour begins at the old courthouse.

- Thursday, December 13, 1-5 p.m., Chamber
Christmas Open House at the George Morgan
Thomas Home/V anceburg Visitors Center.

- Saturday, December 15, 10 am., Christmas Parade
in Vanceburg, line up startsat 9 am.

- Saturday. December 15, 2-4 p.m., Talk With Santa at
the George Morgan Thomas Home. Milk & cookies
for the kids and photos with Santafor asmall fee.



Retailer of the Year...

[ continued from page 1]

Ron isawaysin both of his stores every day and knows the
largest majority of the customer base by first names. He has
watched many of the customer’s children grow up and start
families of their own and they in turn have become his
customers.

Ron is now serving on the KGA/KACS Board of Directors,
Retail Advisory Board for Laurel grocery and Board of
Directors for First Community Bank in VVanceburg.

He supports all local organizations such as the Lions Club
auction, Little League sponsorships, softball team sponsor,
Relay for Life, and other benefit auctions. He is the largest
supporter in Lewis County for the Relay for Life.

Ron’s hobbies include Gold Wing Road Riders Association,
Amateur (ham) radio and golfing. He also enjoys watching his
grandkidsin football, basketball and baseball.

During aflood in 1997, he opened the store after hours
allowing the local fire department to deliver groceries and other
necessities to people who couldn’t travel to the store. A
command post for flood relief was established in town and he
used his amateur radio skills to help communicate with the
sheriff’s department, the fire department and FEM A
volunteers.

During asevereice stormin 2003 all power was lost for
most of the county. Ron managed to keep both stores open
where people could get necessities. He donated fresh meat and
frozen foods to the local fire department to prepare meals for
families without electricity. When electrical service was
restored to the store he allowed neighbors to connect to the
storein order to run refrigerators, freezers and television so the
children would have something to do while out of school.

In the aftermath of a 2003 tornado, Ron helped the Red
Cross volunteers with supplying people in need of food. He
helped in preparation of 100 meals each day for families and
volunteers.

He combined two of his hobbies when he helped out with a
decathlon event in Maysville. He rode his Gold Wing along the
bike route to watch for participants who might have beenin
trouble and relayed the information back to the command post
via his ham radio. He is also a weather spotter for the National
Weather station in Wilmington, Ohio.

Ron prides himself in keeping his stores looking nice, inside
and outside. He does the lawn mowing and cleans the lot off in
the winter. His grandsons, Kenny and Robby, are also involved
in store operations by picking up the trash on the lots before
their “Papaw” mows.

He a'so helps out customersin need. Ron became best
friends with a customer who was legally blind. Ben and Ron
became friends and talked daily about the life Ben had led and
all he had seen. Ron introduced Ben to ham radio and made
sure he was at the test sessions to get his license. When Ben
obtained his ham radio license, his world was extended to
include contact with people from around the world. Ron also
took Ben to the doctor and V eterans hospital on many
occasions.

During the loss of an employee due to a car accident, Ron
helped the family monetarily for necessities needed at the
time. He even had one the store managers take her three
daughters to get clothes for the funeral.

According to Manager Peggy Hester, “Ron is the best
example of the passion and hard work it takesto run astore in
such a competitive market today. He is the most honest and
honorable man | know.”

Golden Living Center hosted a Business After Hours and
Open House Thursday, October 27, at its newly remodeled
facility on Fairlane Drive in Vanceburg.

golden

livingcenter

Vanceburg

1017 Falrlane Drive

The 160-bed facility features a variety of amenities
including enclosed outdoor garden areas, a beauty shop that is
open Thursdays and Fridays, and a newly equipped
rehabilitation and physical therapy room.

Every year, Jack Esham draws angels to decorate an Angel
Treefor the residents. Everyoneisinvited to visit Golden
Living beginning December 1 to select an angel from the tree
to "adopt" aresident for Christmas.

The new rehabilitation and physical therapy room
at Golden Living Center in Vanceburg.
Business After Hours event provide an opportunity for

members to showcase their businessesin arelaxed setting.
For more information about Golden Living Center, call Judy
Caudill at 606-796-3046.



The City of Vanceburg hosted a"Haunted Hotel"
at the George Morgan Thomas Home in October,
with plenty of spooky music and special effects.
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"We'd love to have you for dinner!"

The event was originally scheduled for 7 to 10
p.m., but the event attracted huge crowds throughout

the evening and the | ast tour was completed at 10:45.

curtain, if you can!

More than 400 people passed through the doors
for guided tours of the visitors center with every
room decorated in avariety "scary" motifs and
many rooms included volunteers who added that
extra scare factor!
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Guess which Chamber member this is?

The event was awonderful success thanks to the
efforts of Patty Kennard and her team of volun-
teers, al of whom a aready looking forward to and
planning for next year!

Christmas collection project

The Chamber of Commerce will have abox at the
Chamber office/George Morgan Thomas Homein
Vanceburg to collect new toys, non-perishable food
and other Christmas gifts.

Items collected will be used at Lending a Helping
Hand food pantry in Tollesboro and for Project
Merry Christmas. Bro. Howard Wilson with the
Lewis County Ministerial Association, which
coordinates Project Merry Christmas, notes that
gifts are particularly needed for teens, senior
citizens and shut-ins. Stumped for ideas? Cash
donations are always welcome.

The George Morgan Thomas Home is open
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 9
am. to 5 p.m. For more information, call 606-796-
0238 or 606-796-0999.



Have questions, need assistance, or have a special
event or promotion planned? Contact Paula
Franke, Chamber Membership Liaison, at 606-
798-2553 or by email at lcchamber @yahoo.com.

Welcome to our newest members,
Bright Horizons and
Fleming-Mason Energy!

A&B Auto Sales
Antis Pharmacy (Osman)
Auctions By Cooper
Betty Ripato, PVA
Bivens & Silvey Realty/Auction
Boys & Girls Club
Bright Horizons
Buffalo Trace ADD
Chiggers Dairy Bar
Citizens Deposit Bank
City of Vanceburg

Dee's Greenhouse
Harvey Denham
EKNS
Elam Insurance Agency
Electric Plant Board of the City
of Vanceburg
Farmers Co-op Insurance
Fleming-Mason Energy
Genesis Respiratory Services
Gentry Marketing Systems
Gilbert Oil Co. LLC

Kenneth Clark Golden Living
Collins FoodCenter Goodwin Lumber
Comprehend Charles J. Hall
Coroplast Head of Happy Hollow Farm

D&F Building Supply Holder & Lykins

Sandwich Seminar

The next Sandwich Seminar is set for Noon to 1
p.m. on Friday, November 30, at the Lewis County
Extension Office, 806 Second Street in VVanceburg.

Tracy McGuire, marketing specialist with
PrimaryPlus, will give a presentation on marketing.

RSVP by calling 606-798-2553 or viaemail at
|cchamber @yahoo.com by Wednesday, November
28. The event is free to Chamber members who
respond by November 28; fee is $5 for others.

Howe Farm Supply
Impact Custom Graphics
JC Video
Kenneth Clark
Kenny's Restaurant
Sheriff Bill Lewis
Lewis Co Cooperative Extension
Lewis County Fiscal Court
Lewis County Primary Plus
Lewis County Trophy
Lewis Co Vegetable Producers
Cova Maddox
D. Alan May
Northern Contours
John O'Cull DDS
Al Owens

Polley's Bypass
Professional Care Pharmacy
Ron's IGA
Mike Ruggles Land Surveying
Spear & Blackburn
Stanley & Bertram PSC
Steve's Market
Superior Fibers
Dr. William Talley
TireWorld
Trace Creek Construction
Tram Construction
Vanceburg Christian Church
Vanceburg Lions Club
Victorian Rose Tearoom

Add your name to the membership list and take advantage of the services provides by the Lewis County Chamber of Commerce!

Lewis County Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 472
Vanceburg, KY 41179



