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By Paula Franke 
For years I've always wondered just what Lewis 

County's newest manufacturer was all about. On Tues-
day, July 3, I had the opportunity to see first-hand what's 
behind the doors at Northern Contours. 

Plant Manager Hussein Hammoud led me on a per-
sonal tour of the Lions Lane facility explaining every step 
of the process from beginning to end in producing veneer 
panels. 

It starts with bundles of veneer, which Hammoud 
described as all one log. Keeping the sheets of veneer 
from each log together is essential for a quality finished 
product where the veneer grain matches each door and 
drawer. The matching is accomplished further with 
employees who precisely inspect and measure each sheet 
to customer specifications. 

 

 
Individual veneer sheets are then matched and pro-

cessed through a machine that stitches sheets with glue 
on one side, leaving the outer surface with an apparently 
seamless look. 

The veneer then goes through a variety of steps to be 
attached to the cabinet front pieces, which are produced  

 

 
 

elsewhere in the facility according to customer specifi-
cations. Each cabinet set is done as an individual group, 
which stays together throughout the production. 

The final process of attaching the veneer is accom-
plished by passing the pieces through a veneer press, 
which neatly shapes and molds the veneer to each piece. 
Northern Contours has two veneer presses in operation 
and plans to add a third press in July. 

 (Continued on next page) 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Annual awards dinner July 26 

Don't forget that the Chamber's annual dinner and 
"Best of the Best" awards on Thursday, July 26, at the 
Lewis County Extension office, 806 Second Street, in 
Vanceburg. Mix and mingle at 5:30 p.m., dinner catered 
by Victorian Rose Tearoom at 6 p.m. followed by the 
awards presentation. 

Nominations are still being accepted for the "Best of 
the Best" awards; see the June newsletter for details or 
visit the Chamber website at www.lewischamber.com. 

Please RSVP by calling 606-796-0999, 606-798-
2553 or email lcchamber@yahoo.com 
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Northern Contours (continued) 
 
Then it's off to the sanding area where each piece is 

sanded front and back and profile, resulting in an 
almost silky feel to the touch. The pieces are then 
shipped to the customer for final finishing and 
assembly. 

Northern Contours opened its first operation on 
Lions Lane in Vanceburg in 2001. In recent years, the 
company expanded its operation to a second facility on 
Route 8 where custom hardwood doors with veneer 
inserts are produced (and I hope to visit that facility 
soon). 

  

 
The company's 160 employees produce about 

15,000 sq. ft. a day, which is shipped all over the 
country. Hammoud is not only proud of the product, his 
pride in his employees was evident throughout the tour. 
He wants everyone to know that the workers at 
Northern Contours are exceptional and they are one of 
the main reasons for the company's success.  

Northern Contours was named the Lewis County 
Chamber of Commerce's Manufacturer of the Year in 
2005, for apparently very good reason. 

Ever admire the beautiful bathroom cabinet sets 
that can be seen at home improvement stores? Odds are 
pretty good the doors and drawers were produced by 
Northern Contours. 

And that's just one of many pretty good reasons to 
be proud of Lewis County businesses and to let the rest 
of the world know what we can do! 

 

Upcoming Events: 
·  Thursday, July 26, 5:30 p.m.: Annual Dinner  

Meeting at Lewis County Extension Office. 
·  Thursday, August 23, 5:15 p.m.: Board of Directors 

meeting at George Morgan Thomas House. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Antis Pharmacy (Osman) 
Auctions By Cooper 

Betty Ripato, PVA 
Bivens & Silvey Realty/Auction 

Boys & Girls Club of Lewis County 
Buffalo Trace ADD 
Chiggers Dairy Bar 

Citizens Deposit Bank 
City of Vanceburg 

Collins FoodCenter 
Comprehend 

Coroplast 
D&F Building Supply 

EKNS 
Elam Insurance Agency 

Electric Plant Board of the City of Vanceburg 
Farmers Co-op Insurance 

Genesis Respiratory Services 
Gentry Marketing Systems 

Gilbert Oil Co. LLC 
Golden Living 

Goodwin Lumber 
Charles J. Hall 

Head of Happy Hollow Farm 
Howe Farm Supply 

Impact Custom Graphics/The Sign Shop 
JC Video 

John O'Cull DDS 
Kenny's Restaurant 

LC Cooperative Extension 
Lewis County Fiscal Court 
Lewis County Primary Plus 

Mike Ruggles Land Surveying 
Northern Contours 

Polley's Bypass 
Ron's IGA 

Sheriff Bill Lewis 
Spear & Blackburn 

Stanley & Bertram PSC 
Steve's Market 
Superior Fibers 

Trace Creek Construction 
Tram Construction 

Vanceburg Christian Church 
Vanceburg Lions Club 

Victorian Rose Tearoom 
 

Add your name to the membership list and take 
advantage of the services provided by the Lewis 

County Chamber of Commerce 
. . . send in your dues today! 

 

 



� � � � � �� � 	 
 � � 
�� � � 
 �� � � �� 	 � � 
 � � � �

� � � � � � ��� � � � � �
 ��� �� � 	�� � ��

�
�

Stacy Cooper of Auctions By Cooper was on 
hand to appraise and answer questions about 
family heirlooms Saturday, June 30, during a 
very successful "Antique Appraisal Show" at 
the George Morgan Thomas Home. The event 
was just one of many for The City of 
Vanceburg's July Celebration. 

�

�
Representatives of the Kentucky Heritage Council 
visited Vanceburg Monday afternoon, June 25, to 
meet with the Renaissance Committee, toured 
various historical sites in the city and discuss po-
tential grant opportunities that may be available for 
the City of Vanceburg. Left to right are Mark 
Denner, Kentucky Heritage Council, Patty Ken-
nard, Vanceburg Renaissance Coordinator, Jim 
Shelton, Vanceburg Renaissance Chairman, 
Becky Gorman, Kentucky Heritage Council, and 
Vanceburg Mayor Angie Patton.  

�
The Lewis County Quilt Trail Committee, 
headed up by Chamber board member 
Roseanne Wood of the Lewis County  
Cooperative Extension Service, unveiled its 
first barn quilt square in the county in 
Tollesboro on May 10.  
�

�
�

Workers from Tram Construction of Garrison 
(owner Terry LeMaster) laid ties and rails in the 
Merchants Parking Lot next to the Vanceburg 
Depot Friday, March 30, in preparation for the 
long-awaited arrival of a CSX caboose, sche-
duled to be delivered the following week. The 
caboose will be refurbished as part of the 
growing downtown Vanceburg tourism attrac-
tions. Tram Construction workers on the project 
were Charley Lambert, Mike Flannigan, Larry 
Smith, Robi Bentley and Josh Gilliam.  



� � � � � �� � 	 
 � � 
�� � � 
 �� � � �� 	 � � 
 � � � �

Welcome to our newest member, 
D. Alan May! 

D. Alan May of Auburn, Wash., is our newest 
member. Mr. May's family settled in Lewis County 
around 1820 and moved west in the 1890s. 

He visited Lewis County last summer and located a 
family cemetery on the Stamm property, where he 
located the headstone of his great-great-grandfather, 
John S. May, who was born April 1924, married 
Frances West in August of 1946, and died February 
1895..He says it was the first time in 60 or 70 years 
family had been to the cemetery. The family plans to 
return this summer to clean up the property, reset 
headstones and fence the cemetery. 

Mr. May adds that his grandfather was Daniel 
Morgan May, who married Cora Ellen Vaughan. His 
great-grandfather was George Washington May, born 
July 8, 1849, in Mason County and married Margaret 
Ann Arthur in 1869. 

"I really fell in love with the area last year," he says. 
"Everyone was so friendly." He mentioned that when 
he was here last year, looking at a map and thumbing 
through the phone book, several people asked if he 
needed help. 

"That is a lot different than out here on the left coast 
in the Seattle area," he says. "It's great to know my 
family goes through Kentucky, especially Lewis 
County." 

Anyone who can assist with filling in the blanks with 
his genealogy research, can contact him at 1310 24th 
St. SE, Auburn, WA 98002-7840. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Have questions, need assistance, 
or have a special event or 

promotion planned? 
 Contact Paula Franke, 

Chamber Membership Liaison, 
at 606-798-2553 or by email at 

lcchamber@yahoo.com.�
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Lewis County Pr imaryPlus is one of the sponsors of 
the Buffalo Trace Hot Air Balloon Race scheduled for 
Friday and Saturday, August 17 and 18, in Maysville. 

Tickets to the event can be purchased by contacting 
Tracy McGuire at the PrimaryPlus Women's Center or 
call 606-796-0183. 

�
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The Lewis County Chamber of Commerce website is 

being revamped and information is being added all the 
time. 

Copies of the newsletter (with color photos) can be 
downloaded in PDF format. Members are encouraged to 
make copies to to share with customers, clients, 
employees and potential new Chamber members. 

An application is also available for download. 
Chamber members who would like to have their 

business website linked to their name, should contact 
Paula at lcchamber@yahoo.com. 
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Maysville Community and Technical College is 

broadening its network in preparation for its sixth 
Technology, Teaching and Learning Conference. 
Participants this year will be logging on at the Rowan 
Campus.  

The Technology, Teaching and Learning Conference 
is designed as a professional development opportunity 
for K-12 teachers who are required to complete several 
hours of professional development each year and offers 
nearly 60 session choices for teachers. Topics will focus 
on classroom strategies, literacy, discipline areas, 
technology in the classroom, personal development, high 
school/college partnerships and more. The conference 
also is open to educators from the post-secondary level 
as well as anyone interested in technology and in need of 
professional development hours. 

The conference is slated for August 2 from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. The cost of the conference is $20, which includes 
lunch. Several concurrent sessions, workshops and tours 
are being offered throughout the day. Participants do not 
have to register for the sessions in advance. 

More information, including a detailed list of all 
sessions offered, is available on-line at 
www.maysville.kctcs.edu or by phone at 606-759-7141 
or 606-783-1538 use extension 66117 for both numbers. 

 
 

 


